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Canada’s Great Fair 


By 

N. B. Johnson 


I F a man were to spend year after year 
of his life endeavoring to perfect a cer¬ 
tain device, or some great product—if 
he had spent almost all his energy in 
studying, the means of overcoming the 
problems of making a certain article—and 
if, after he had done this, he invited men 
and women to see the work, only to have 
them look at it hurriedly and pass out 
without half understanding the cunning 
workmanship, the unwearying endeavor, 
the everlasting patience of the man who 
perfected the article, it would be one of the 
usual ironies of life. And it happens 
every day. 

For instance, at the Toronto Exhibition, 
what were the really interesting things? 
A man on a tight wire? A fat woman? A 
Grand Stand Performance? A man who 
cut your likeness in black paper or made 
rapid cartoons of your profile while the 
crowd stood around and wondered? No. 
The things which are a real means of see¬ 
ing the progress of the country, were the 
exhibits of manufactured and natural 
products, as set forth in the various booths 


in the great buildings. People hurriet 
through these buildings either becaus 
they wished to hurry, or because the; 
were compelled to hurry by the souvenii 
seeking crowds. They naturally wouli 
not take the time to study each new in 
vention, each new machine and net 
mechanical construction as shown there 
The exhibition was, it is true, an advertise 
ment for the various firms who exhibits 
there. But it was also a means whereb; 
intelligent men and women might see th 
great progress which had been made ii 
the past year in the various trades an< 
handicrafts. 

Many a man who would have spen 
more time among the exhibits was coni 
pelled to make his visit short, or not to g< 
at all, because he had not the time. Th 
account of the various leading exhibits a 
contained in the following pages will giv< 
any reader a good idea of some of the be§ 
things which were shown at the fail 
They draw attention to the products o' 
the respective exhibitors, and are instruc 
tive and informing. 
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